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legal position, protected only by their numbers, and their
social importance in the anti-catholic struggle, against
direct persecution from the Anglican side. As the Tol-
eration Act did not apply to Ireland, they lived, till the
time of Walpole's administration, under the Act of Unifor-
mity, and exposed to the penalties of the Caroline legisla-
tion : their meeting-houses, their worship, their sacraments,
their catechisms were illegal: they could hold no office,
civil or military, without conforming by partaking of the
communion at church; and, by an extension of the Schism
Act to Ireland in 1711, they lost control over the education
of their children; no one being allowed to keep either a
private or a public school, or even to act as tutor, without
a licence from the bishop, conditional on his being a com-
municant at church and engaging to conform to the esta-
blished liturgy. A single attendance on any other form of
worship exposed the possessor of such a licence to its
forfeiture for the whole of his life and to three months'
immediate imprisonment. It is true that this monstrous
legislation was but rarely enforced against allies so powerful
as the Presbyterian wing of Irish Protestantism; and was
greatly mitigated on the accession of George I.; relief from
the penalties of the Test Act being granted by annual reso-
lutions of indemnity. The Schism Act was repealed in
1718, and a Toleration Act resembling the more liberal
Scottish law was passed in 1719. The coincidence of date
may perhaps imply that this was the conjuncture deemed
most favourable for the opening of Hutcheson's 'Academy.'
Under his management it had every advantage, except in
the very reputation which it gained from his success. The
social favour and intellectual respect which were accorded
to his personal qualities drew attention from jealous as well
as friendly eyes to his educational work; and while, on the
one hand, he was urged by powerful persons to secure his
career by conformity, on the other, he was threatened with
penalties still unrepealed for unauthorised theological teach
ing. He was not to be turned, however, by hope or fear,